Background: The PureWick® urinary collection system
represents a non-invasive alternative to indwelling
catheterization for female patients, analogous in function to
the external condom catheter utilized in male patients. The
device employs a low-pressure suction mechanism positioned
externally at the labia to facilitate urine collection via an
external wicking apparatus, thereby avoiding urethral
instrumentation. This device is most frequently indicated for
catheter-associated urinary tract infection (CAUTI) prevention
in the hospitalized patient population (Bagley & Severud,
2021). Evidence further indicates that use of this device does
not significantly alter urinalysis or urine chemistry values,
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Pu re WI C k supporting its utility as a diagnostically neutral collection

method (Casson et al., 2024). Notably, this device does not

C t h t - A fully mitigate the risk of secondary complications such as skin
a e e rS ° breakdown or infection. Consequently, allied health

professionals across disciplines may encounter secondary

p hyS i Ot h e ra p i St sequelae associated with its use during hospital-based care.

Study: This study employed a survey-based design distributed
across three acute care hospitals located in Ohio, Texas, and

p e rS p e Ctive a n d Wisconsin. The survey was disseminated to rehabilitation
departments within each participating institution, and
case review

participation was voluntary.
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Functional Consequences of Pure Wick

Results: Rehabilitation professionals believe that Pure Wick
Catheters are often prescribed for the wrong reasons and can
have serious functional outcome concerns for patients. This
study suggests that rehabilitation professionals should be
involved in the discussion of prescription and planning
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